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(54) PRODUCTION OF IMIDIZED COPOLYMER 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To produce an imidized copolymer having a high impact 
resistance without decreasing the mol.wt. in the imidizing step by mixing a 
precursor of the copolymer with an imidizing agent under a specified shear 
rate in addition to the conventional imidizing conditions. 
CONSTITUTION: An imidized copolymer is produced in two steps: the first 
step wherein a precursor obtd. from maleic anhydride, a vinylarom. 
compd., and, if necessary, another ethylenically unsatd. compd. is 
imidized by mixing it with an imidizing agent in a mixing zone under a 
pressure of 10kg/cm2 or higher, at 200-270°C, and with a shear rate of 
10-150sec-1 for 2-5min; and the second step wherein the resulting 
product is transported from the mixing zone to an adjacent removal zone, 
where low-mol.-wt. impurities are removed under a reduced pressure. 
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